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Warons' and"Commons 
” Of ENGLAND 
Fn Parliament Aſſembled. 


My it pleaſe your Honours. 

IF 70U either kiew more of the 
Matter contained in theſe Papers, 
or leſs, or the ſame. If you 

y more, -1 ſhould be glad to ſee it in 
F Lows which you mean to Eſtabliſh : 


| F which i better, in your Declaration of 
4 A 2 the 


[/ vt I 
the Conſtitution. If not ; no Body can Wl 
fault with my poor Office of bearing a 
Light, but they that have very ill Eyes, | 


I am the known Servant of Tay ; | 


and of my whole Counnry, > 


BY 


Samuel Johnſag 
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LAN ESSAY 
- * Concerning Parliaments at a FR 
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wo that the Frequent meet i) of Par liaments is the Baſe 


" otr Conſtitution, and the True of 1 the Government ; and 
Fe: Glee the Intermiſſion of them 1s Inconfoftent with the Ng 
"i T the Engliſh Law. 


FF a Man would have an entire View of the Engliſh Conlſti- 
"Y tation, he maſt have recourſe to thoſe Able and: Approved 
'F. Authors who have written Purpoſely on that Subject: ' For 

s 2Rule, Parve eft Authoritar alind Agentis; and what is faid 
= is of lefs Weight, than whart is profetſedly handled ; 

it haye been aturely conſidered, 'by/a Competent 

; of that Matter of Which he treats.” And int this kind we 

oc find a Mari better Qualified than the Learned Lord 

Chancellor Forteſexe, who was an Aged Lawyer, and had been 

Lorc Chief Juſtice of Englavd when he wrote his Book de /au- 

(/ Anglie, which was on purpoſe in a Dialogue with 

>Prince of Wales, to mform him of the Narare-of the Eng- 

þ Conſtitution, and to/tet hith "know by whar Sort of Laws 

he Realm, in which he was to Succeed his Father, was tobe 

*Governed. And therefore he adjures him overand over again 

> Addict himſelf to the Uriderſtanding of the Eaws of his Fa- 

. 'th 's Realm, wherein he was'to Succeed, Fol. 16, 4 andha-* 

{hewed the Prince the Different nature of Realms; where 
- «King could” Tyrannize, and where he could nor, _— _ 
raine 


on 
r 
bs 


{trained by Politick Laws, LED: 26.'b. Rejoyce themes ay 
he) moſt excellent Prince and be glad, That the Law 
Realm in which you are to ſucceed is Such, for it ſhall exhibie 
and miniſter to. Yau and your People no FinallfFecurity and, 
Comfort. 

But- aut of "Y exccllent. Book which 1 believe. Ko wap. 
Warped, (for then it muſt lean towards the Court,” partly be-* 
cauſe of the Flattery and Cones which 1s t00 0 found | 
in Dialogues with Princes, and partly becauſe the Author \ 
retained on the Crown-fide.by Rog Greateſt Office in England) 


1 will confine my Self ta thoſe Paſſages only which relate to the” 
Frequency of Parliaments. . And the firſt I meet with is jnh 4 : 


13th Chap. concerning the Statutes of |E vgland in theſe wards) © 


< Et 1 Statuta hac, KF bs +. & prudenti ediea, efhica- - | , 


« ciz tantz, quantz conditorum cupicbat, intentio, .non: 
«* contingant : Concito reformari : "ah pollant, at non ſine Ce 


** munitatis & Proccrum Regni i I 


« tas.emanarunt. | And if theſe Statutes fall no x thi WM 0 


tended Efficacy,-though deviſed. with ſuch, great Sol 
Wiſdom of Parliament-z, they may.very Quickly be Refs 
but not withoue the Allent of the Commons. and Peers oft 
Realm, which was their Source:from.the EY. 
Now. 1 only delire that the. Ks 4A may! beraken, notice! 


of, which. is the quickeſt. Word that can, be imagined, p- : 


fhews. that qur. Parliaments were. always at if 
whole Pallage ſhews for what Wiſeand Juſt aſt Reaſonsche 
The next Paſlage is Chap.53..F0l,1 29. a, * Neque 6 _ 
Et fie 


« gliz frivolas & infructuoſas perwittunt 
6 Regno illo-dilationes 19 Placitis minis DON | SHNI0R] 


** tate, in Omni Parhiamento amputari . Iz. poljunt :, —Y 


+ ,Omnes Leges Aliz in Regnoilloulitatz, cum in aliquo 

* dicaverint, 1n' Omni Parhamento- poterunt Reformarzy.. Qua! .: 
* .reCte.copcludj poteſt, quod ovewes Leges Fegni lions Optima. 
* ſunt ina ve} potentid, quo faciliter in. aftum duci poterunt,. 
* & in Efſentiam realem, Ad quod faciendum,. quoties #quis.” 
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| 123d popoſeerit, Ii Reges tbidem Sacramento aſtringun» 
is - % rar; ſolemniter preftiro tempore receptionis Diadematis (ui. 
= do the Laws of Erng/and allow in Law-ſuits frivolous 
ad fruit Delays,” Add if inthis Kingdom Delays in Pleas 
winch _— - nag rpole ſhould be uſed, they may in every 
-- Yea, and all other Laws uſed in the 
n, when hen they y Halt or are DefeCtive in any point, they may 
Le nt be {et to Rights. - Whereupon 'it may be 
bo” 1 ththy Concladed, that the Laws of Erg/ard are the Beſt in 
the Wold, either Actually or Potentially, fince they can cafily 
— i brought into A& or Being, To the performance whereok, 
"= ofeent as Equity fo requireth,, Every King is bound by an 
| taken at the time of receiving his Crown. 
of this lat Paffage & will not trouble yot with any more- 
ations than theſe ; 
rſt, That Parliaments are the Remedy Ls Delays in: 
Dayal? = But how if Parſaments elves ſhould: 
Econ ty; Thar if any or all our Laws hould Halt, and our 
liaments at the ſame time ſhould be Crippled too, and not 
F: dle to come together 3 they could not help one another. 
Jt the next and Jaſk Chapter of that Book; Fol. 129. 6b, the 
L i & Princeps. illas, 'nedury 
tione tut in 
*hoc Dalog X'ex Mlis melio- 
{*rari depoſcant, id Citiffime fiert police, Parliamentorum-ibidem- 
Ny ſn ores Quarealiter, potentialiterve, _- 
ſemper preſtantifliimis Legibus gubernatur. Nec 
"JF > tuas in hac concionatione dofrinas futuris Angie Regibus 
M5 2 fore Conjicio ; dum non deleftent tbus quz 
my *n o deleRane Says the Prince, My Lord'C y the: 
Fi «, ar of your Diſcourſe in this Dialogue I am throughly @- 
, that the Laws of England are-riot only Good; but the 
gn World. And in cafe any of the Laws want to be 


ended or improved, the Rules of he Togliſh Parliaments do: 
inſtrud: 


© 


by 


inſtruct us, That that may beJoos forthwith. Whereuponik | 
Realm'of - England is always Governed by the very: __ aw, \ 
either in! Reality 'or ins Poſſibility. And beſides « | | 
that the/Dofrines that have: been held: forth -ri- this Dial 8 
will be very uſeful to the Kings of Erglazd thatſhall come here» 
after 3; ſince no Body hikes 'to Govern by Laws which they dg” 
not like. a | 
- After all theſe Lauds and Praifes of the EngliſiLaws, which | 
the Chancellor has ſtuck all over with Stars quite throdgh! his” 
Book, 'and” has -made their. Perfe&ion' to Center: 1n. this, that” 
they either Are or Soon may be the Beſt in the World;, becauſg” 
in caſe they labour under any defeR, : that Fault may ' be Imme- ; 
diately amended'by. a wiſe Senate : What if that wile deco ON 
nowhere to be found, ors at no Certainty ? Tt is then Im 
ſible to render the Chancellor's Latin-into Engliſh. For th). 
ſpeedy Perfe&ion of the Engliſh Laws which the Prince and he” 
are agreed is Concitd &- Citiſſume, 'may be rendred, either at the!” 
Four Years end, or the Twerve Years end, or at the Worldy 
end. - For fo T am ſatisfied it was meant, after a Ten:Years In-" 
terval of Parliaments, if the Herb-woman at Edinburgh had not 
thrown her -Cricket-ſtool at the Arch-Biſhop's Head. - And ſg 
Dr. Heyliz | remember does not ſo-much acknowledge that Se- 9 
cret as:Juſtify it. It is in hislitrle Book of Obſervations upon! 
Hammond" LU Eſftrange's Hiſtory of 'the -Reign of K. Charles] 
Says Hammond, upon the Diſſolution of thee wiſe Parliament. 
i728; (to whom we owe the Petition of Right) All-wiſe Men'» | 
concluded that there was an end'of all Parliaments, Yes, ſays or F 
Heylin, fo they might well, 'the King having been eukindes 4 | 
their Inipertinencies, and having an Example in- France befc w | 


ir i. 
&.*/ 


his Eyes, where Parliaments have been ſo much diſcontinued,” 
that it is become a Proverb amongſt them, Voyons le Fen de Troil 
Eftats, as the” ſtratigeſt Sight which can be ſeen in an Age. © 
have:not the Book now by me, buti will beanſ{werable fo r the). 
Subſtance of "this Quotation, having retained this Paſſge in” 
my ems theſe Five and Twenty Years. 


x) 
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{et only touch ſeveral-other Arguments which might be 
+» Walrged upon. The High Court of Parliament is the Dernier 
Fort 10 this Kingdom 3 and if that fail, there may be a failure 
> © Che Engliſh Juſti 
+ = *Bra#or fays of an Ambiguous or Difficult Cauſe, ReſpeFnetur 
ys! & wagrnam Curiam ; but unleſs Parliaments -be Frequent, ſuch a 
—J Guſe is Adjourned to a long Day. 

- B Every Body that underſtands the Engliſh Conſtitution knows 


k 


-W thatit is exaQtly the ſame as it was laid down in Parliament 8 Ed. 
 W þ by the Lord Chancellour that then was. You have it in Sir 
i Bikers Cotton's Abridgment of the Rolls in the Tower, p. 682, 
-— TW wtheſe words. © He then declared the three Eſtates to com. 
prchend the Governance of this Land, the Preheminence 


- © whereof was to the King as chief, the ſecond to the Lords and 
-Ff *Siſhops, and the third to the Commons. Now if we are at 
+ 166 or uncertainty about our Parliaments, we are at a loſs or 
meertainty about two thirds of our Government. 
» Rat I will ay no more upon this Head, intending to ſhew in 
= i following Chapters, how the matter of Parliaments ſtood 
wohrmer Ages. 


70 
7 how Parliaments ſiood in King Alfred's Time, and 
: ards, | 


TY F'Chuſe to begin with this Period of Time in King Alfred's 
TY Þ fcign, becauſe we have cleat Law*and Hiſtory to ſhew 
"2 iv Parliaments ſtood in his Time, and what Law was Ordained 
»F icerning them for ever. h Sas 
/Y Its io the Mirror of Juſtice, which as my Lord Coke fays in bis 
"I Mefice. to bis Tenth Reports, was written in the Saxon Times, 
Edit appears by the Book it ſe}f : But ſeveral things were ad- 
—F&dto it by a Learned and Wiſe Lawyer Ardrew Horne, who 
i Ihe in the Reign of Ed. i. and Ed. 2. Antiquity enough for 
| = : 


- 
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a Book, we gelire no more Ca we are ſure that no 
wealths Man had the Penning of it. | | 

"The words of the Myrror are theſe, p.-10..... Put leok 
« delRoyatie fiſt Roy Alfred aſſembler les Comitees, 4 I - 
* Deigne pur Ciſage Perpetuelle, que a deur foits per Þy 
* ou pluis-ſovent, pur meſfter, en tempts be peace (e aſlew © 
* bleront a Londzes pur Parliamenter ſur le guidement wy I & 
*© people Þ* Dicu,- comment gents fe garderent: de. peghy, 
* b.verent en quiet, 4 recieverent drojt per certaine 
* ſaints judgements. er cel eſtate ([e fierent pluſigurgg 
** dinances per plufors Royes jeſque al oe Kop 3 Les queli 
** Oweinances (ont diſuſes per mein ſages, & pur defaulty 
** clles ne ſont my miſe en cſcript « publies en Certeine, - Fo 
the Gead Eſtate of the Realm, K. Alfred cauſed the Countimt 
Aſkmble, and Ordained it for a Perpetual Uſage, that at Tyy 
Times yearly, or oftner if need were,..in Time of Peace, the 
ſhould aſſemble at Loxdor, to ſit.in Parliament, for the-Gap 
danceof God's People, how the Nation ſhould keep | 
from Sin, live in Quiet, and receive'Right by certain Ulagh 
and holy Judgments. By this Eſtate were made . many, Qidþ 
nances by ſeveral Kings down to the King that 1s now z (w 
fays the Margin” was Paward the Firſt) : which Ordinances 
diſuſed by ſome that arg not'ſo wife, and for want that the 
are not put into. Writing and publiſhed in Certain, > 

In this Paflage the Two Times a Year ſeem to be Stations 
ry ; the Calling a Parliament Oftner than T wo Times a Yea 
need. were, s plainly - intended for Contingencies of, State," 
when the Ardua Regs, or Extraordinary Afﬀairs of the N 
require an Extraordinary Parliament. T ſay, and will al 
out toall the World, by Lawsand Declarations of Parliamets, 
that the King :has a Power of calling, Parliaments within the 
Law 5 But I never did, . nor never will ſay to the end of ay 
Life, that the King can hinder Parliaments Appointed by Law, 
Thcf: Frequent Partiaments were to meet at London in Timed 
Peace. We ſee then what has interrupted our Parliaments boths# 

| w 
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e and Place. For Londox was after in the hands of the 
, and Foreigners Wars and Tribulations came on. 
hut the beſt way is to let an Author explain himſelf, which 
Mirror does in telling us likewiſe-the Abuſions of the Law, 
pike Contrarieties and Repugnancies to Right,-or as he calls it, 
@& rand and Force which is put upon Law. This way of wri- 
big Law i is the beſt that can be invented, for it is the way of 
teaching by Poſitive and Negative, which is a two- -edged 
ord, and cuts both ways. And the Truth of it is, the Nega- 
part of the Law, which lies ina little Compaſs, - oftentimes 
: us a world of the Poſitive. For inſtance the 33 Articles 
Roll, 1 H. 4.9. 20. which K. Richard the 2d ſolemnly 
wledged of his own Male-adminiftration, do give us more 
into the Conſtitution, than a Book of (ix times the bigneſs 
do. 
utto come to the Abuſions of Law which are in the Mirror, 
882. He ſays, that the Firſt and Sovereign Abuſion is for the 
lin to be beyond. the Law, whereas be ought to be ſubjet to 
&& is contained in his Oath : Thongh the ſecond is my Bufi- 
& which is in theſe words. 2. © Abuſion eff, que out les 
'Parlaments (e duiſſent faire pur le ſalvation des Almes de 
teeſpaſſo2s, © ceo a Londres &4 deur foits per An, la ne ſe 
"font ils fozſque rarement, .& a la Uolunt le Roy pur aides t 
Aillets de treſozw, Et ou les Ddinances duiſſent faire al 
{] 0n aſſent vel Roy & de ſes Counties la le ſe font oze 
k = Ro « (es Clerks; &© per aliens: © autres que noſent 
*Witravener le Roy ; eins deſirent de luy plaire 3 4 deluy 
Cot unſeller a ſon profit, tout ne foit my le Counſel Cove- 
"Rable at Commons del People, ſans appeller les Counties, 
Cx fans enſuer les Rules ve droft, « vount pluſores Ordt- 
\Knces ſe foundent oze pluts ſur Uolunt, que ſg Droit. 
& ſecond Abuſion of the Law is, that whereas Parliaments 
t to Convene for the Salvation of the Souls of Treſpaſſors, 
this at London, and Two Times in the Year, now a days 
meet but ſcldom, and at the Will of the King for Aids and 
B 2 Gatherings 
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Gatherings of Treaſure : ah whereas Ordinances ou ht toy 
made by the Common Aſſent of the King and his Gou in i 
now they are wade by the King and his Clerks, and by Alien # 
and- others that dare not Contradidt the King, but oy ;4 


Pleafe him, and to Counſel him for his own Profit, thought 
be not Counſcl which is Convenient for the Commons of the 
People 3 without applying to the Counties, and without fql. 
lowing the Rules of Right ; Whereupon there are ſeveral gf 
the preſent Ordinances that are rather founded upon Will, thay 
upon Right. 4 4 

"From hin Paffage IT ſhall only obſerve, that the Place of 2 
Parliament's meeting is Fixed, and ſtill at Londen z And tha & + 
the Two Times a Year was ſtanding Law down to King Edwad 
the Firſt, though Abuſtons and Court-Practices had brokenin 
upon the Law. 

Now let us ſee how the Law ſtood afterwards 3 wherein 1 
can only conſult the Books I have by me, for I have not Health 
cnough to go and Tranſcribe the Records in the Tower, but take 
them upon Content as they lie in Sir Robert Cotton's Abridp- ll | 
ment of the Records in the Tower. And there in the very | 
Page, 5 Edw. 2. it is Ordained, * Que Parliament ſerra tenwm + 
& oz denx foits per An. That a Parliament ſhall be held one 
Time or Two Times a Year. Here you ſee the Twice a Year i + 
3s dwindled into Once or Twice. ” | 

\ The next is p. 93. of the ſame Book, 36 E4. 3. © The Print 
<« touching the Yearly holding of a Parliament, cap. 10. age 
«* eth with the Record. Now the Print is, © Irexe, for Main- 
© tenance of the ſaid Articles and Statutes, and Redrefs of d- 
« vers Miſchiefs which Daily bappen, a Parliament ſhall be 
* holden every Year, as another time was Ordained by Statute, 

' Now that Statute, as I find by the Statute-Book, for I can- 
not find it in Sir Robert Cotton, is thus, 4 Edw. 3. caps 14 
« Terr, it is accorded, that a Parliament ſhall be holden ever 
«* Year Once, and more Often if need be. 


by 


Ko (13) 
i & +. By the Reaſon given in the 36 Edw. 3. cap.10. juſt now re- 
—Y cited for a Yearly Parliament, one would think it ſhould be a 
Daily Parliament becaufe it is for the Maintenance of former 
Ri and Redrefs of divers Miſchiefs which Daily happen : 
Kut I believe that a Parliament which Sits but Forty Days in the 
tar are able to do that Work; Concerning which we will 
£aquire further afterwards. h 
Ia the 50 Ed. 3. p. 138. The Parliament's Demand or Peti- 
yon is this, * That a Parliament may be holden every Year 3 
"the Knights of the Parliament may be choſen by the whole 
* Counticsz and that the Sheriff may likewiſe be without 
* brokage in Court. 
© The King's Anſwer is this. © To the Parliament, there are 
* Statutes made therefore; To the Sheriffs there is anſwes 
® made; To the Knights it is agreed, that they ſhall be choſen 
* by common Conſent of every County. 
-» After theſe Three Laws in Ed. 34's Time, we come to the 
Fiſt of King Richard the Second, p. 163. where the Petition 
gr Demand for a Yearly Parliament is this. * That a Parlia- 
* ment may be Yearly holden in convenient place, to redreſs 
_* Delays in Suits, and to end ſuch Caſes. as the Judges 
* doubt of, | 
q The King's Anſwer is. *© I ſhall be as it hath-been uſed, 
"Ta the 2 A. 2. p. 173, By the King's Commandment one 
Cauſe of opening. the Parliament is Declared to be this. 
. & © Sccondly, for that it was enacted that a Parliament ſhould 
. & © Yearly be holden. | 
Nay, if the Court infilt upoa a Yeazly Parliament, the 
» & Country may and ought. 
*\Thus ſtood the Law of Erg/azd till the 1.6 Carol 1. when 
that King having. diſcontinued Parliaments for Twelve Years, 
| and created a Diſtruſt of him in the Breaſts of his-People which: 
| was Juſt; (for if a Prince ſpoil the Government for Twelve 
Years together, who ſhall Truſt him in the Thirteenth? ) The 
Nation Gund a Neceſlity of having a Cautionary Parliament 
every Third Year, to ſecure their Annual Parliaments for the 
Iwo 


| 14" PT. \ 
"Two Years immediately foregoing. This is the true Reafongf ÞÞ 1; 
'the A@ for a Triennial Parliament, which was a perfe& Inng 
vation both Name and Thing. For I challenge any Antiqua 
Lawyer, or Perſon whatſoever that has turned over Book: 
to ſhew me the word Triennial joined to the word Parliz- 
ment, from the Foundation 'of* this Government till the Year 
1640. A Triennial Parliament therefore is fo far from bei 
the Conſtitution of this Government, that if it were ſo, a 
-number of our preſent Lords and Commoners are Older thay 
the Conſtitution, and were Born before it. But as I ſaid be 
fore, that A& was only a Cautionary A&, as a Town or Gate 
of a City is taken in Caution, for performance of Articles 
This appears by the firſt thing which is EnaQted in that Lay, 
namely, That the Laws for « Parliament to be holden at leaſt once 
a Tear, ſhall hereafter be duly Kept and Obſerved. Scobel'; 
Col. 16 Car, I. cap. 1. 

This A& was Gently drawn up, and had more of a Proſpet 
than a Ketroſpe&, and does not look back into thoſe Opprel: 
fions which Kipg Charles himſelf in his large Declaration of 
Auguſt the 12th does acknowledg were Inſupportable ; which 
were wholly owing to this long Intermiflion of Parliaments; 
but it wiſely provides, that in caſe the two firſt Years Parlia- 
ments ſhould fail, then came a Peremptory Parliament, which 
the King and Keeper might call if they pleaſed ; but if they did 
not, the Counties and Burroughs of England were forced to 
fend. It is an Act that executes it ſelf, like our A for Bury 
ing in Woollen ; and he that will ſee the Wiſdom of it, may 
read it where I have.quoted it. 

After this comes the ACt 16 Car. 2. cap. 1. and repeals this 
Triennial A&; becauſe they ſay, © It is in Derogation of his 
« Majeſty's juſt Rights and Prerogative, inherent to the Im- 
« perial Crown of this Realm for the Calling and Aſſembli 
* of Parliamentsz whereupon the Triennial A@ is Annulle 
as if it had never been made. 


—_— _ (1s) | 
F + 1 wiſhit had fever been made. But we will top there firſt. 
TS + is annulled as if it had never been made { There is. nothing 
tot by that 5 for then our Parliaments are where they were, 
ch was Due Annual, 
> Well now let us ſce what Alteration is made by this New AR, 
16 Car. 2. which follows in theſe words, Se. 3. ©* And be- 
® cauſe by the Ancient Laws. and Statutes of this Realm, made 
* in the Reign of K. Edward the 3d, Parliaments are to be 453.c.14- 


« held 'very often, (that is once or twice a Year) Therefore wo - 
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they ſhall not be Diſcontinued above Three Years at the moſt. 
o uſe to Admire Conſequences which I do not under- 

But under favour, I would be taken right. I fay, that 
the Recital of the Ancient Laws of this Realm does not Repeal 
| Difannul them, enneantir, any thing, nothing 5 when 


there is not one: Repealing Word concerning them in that 


Kttute: 
. Lknew what I ſaid when I wiſhed the Triennial Bill of Forty 
dnever. been made ; and. it muſt be remembred that that A& 
Bas if it had never been made; For it gave occaſion to ſome 
that came in with the Deluge of the Reſtauration, when 
Rrained Cavaliers, (though I value all Mens Rights more than 
®y own, and Princes moſt becauſe they are biggeſt) and it 
mpted them 'to think of turning a Cautionary Triennial, 
ko a Diſcretionary. But God be- thanked they wanted: 
Word: to expreſs themſelves; and if they” meant it, they have 
wt done it. | 
*But ſo as they did put the Act together, and as #t now ftands,. 
there are ſeveral things in. it worth obſerving. 1/, That if 
re be" occaſion there ſhall be more and oftner Parhaments, than 
once in Three Years. Now I ask for whoſe ſake was that 
Clauſe Enafted ? Not for the King's, for he was always enabled 
by his Prerogative, fox the fake of the Ardvua Regrri, to call a 
Parament every Month in. the Year : Well then it was for the 
of his People, that if they judged there was Occaſion for 
wore or Oftner Parliaments, they might ask for them, For [ 


appeal 


(16) W 
appeal to Common Senſe, whether it be not Ridiculous, and $4 
wonderfully beneath the Dignity of a Parliament, * whey 4 
Prince was bound by his Coronation-Oath to Call a Parliame 
Once a Year, or oftner if need were, (for ſo'the Law ſtood, 
ſo this Prince was at that time Bound) to Interpret'a Law after 
ſuch a manner, as'to ſay -he was Enabled to call a Parliament 
Oftner than once in Three Years. ”Y 

So much for that Points the next is this The Upſhot 
this At of Parliament, and the Concluſion of the whole AR 
in theſe words. '* To the end, there may be 'a frequent 
% ling, Aſſembling, and Holding of Parliaments once in Three 
& Years at the leaſt. I do ſay, that if ever we came to Lows 
water Mark in our Laws about Parliaments, and if ever 'the 
run Dregs, it was in the Time of Charles the 24. - And ye 
was enacted, and was the End of that Law, that One ſhouldh 
Called, Once in Three Years at the leaſt. Now I leavei 
the Lawyers to tell, whether. a Proclamation can call a Parlia- 
ment, or any thing elſe beſides a Writ of Summons and a, Writ 
for EleQtions 2 | ? 

And thus have 1 run through the Law of Parliaments tif 
tother Day, and conſidered what is the Law at preſent. From 
King Alfred's Time down to Edward the Firſt, it ſeems to hay 
been the ſtanding Law to have Parliaments Twice a Year. 
know that the lnvaſions of ſeveral Nations both Danes us 
Normans,and the Revolutions and Diſturbances of State whij 
happened, muſt needs cauſe frequent Interruptions in 

radkice of it. But my reaſon to be of that Opinion is 
GT Horne who lived in thoſe Times, ſays, That Parliament 
at that Time ought to meet twice a Year, and that at Londow; 
and that the Intermitting of Parliaments was the Greateſt Abus 
fion of the Law but one. Though I think I have till a Great 
er Authority than Hors's, (if any thing in this World can be 
bigger. than that of an Able and Honeſt Man); But it is'a King 
in his Letter to the Pope. It is in the Clauſe Rolls Arm. 
E4. x. mw. 9. Cedula. and is to be ſeen in Prowne's large Book þ 
I5 


*— 5 


—ONOYOOUU OD ION OE OUT SPICES VOICE RES ICT I T0... 


(17) 


F; ; I will quote no more bf* it than is for my purpoſe. It is 


> the Yearly Tribute of a Thouſand Marks which the 

Dom K. Fobr's Timeclaimeg, and there were ſeveral Years 

{4 The Pope's Nuncio ſollicites the Matter, but the King 
gobſes himſelf that'he had cometo fo Refolution in his Eafter- 

arliament, but by Common Advice he would give him an An: 

feer i in_ his Michaelmsſ7-Parliament next following. At pre- 
rl ouly Gs the er TE of gee Ger two 
kffime ncerning the'Firlt, he ſays, -** liamen- 
t TL Qctabas Reſiittect tionis Donnas ceetuarein 
$07; 'In'a Parliament that Uſed to be held in 
d a6 the Ottaves' of Eaſter. That word Confutvit 

oi tom and Lac and ſcems to expreſs a Parliament 

e ſays,” T Parliament ws in OZabir,*ind'by 

3 N'of ki Sic (after they had made. ſeveral good 
and redreſſed many Grievances, but not all that lay be- 

ſe them) for the Reaſon aforeſaid, That Parliament was Diſ- 
blyed, 'and the King could not treat with them about the Pope's 
tin of Tribute. | But he promiſes to do the Pope Reafon 

s Michaelmaſj-Parliament which he interided. 


Now let,us.ſce how that is expreſs'd 3 « Pyo firms (iturt, 


i Reg ning 


nffto vabimus reſponſtonem. 
ae Lord, That in another Parliament of Ours WY = | 
nd to hold at Michaelmaſy next'enſtting, with'God'slexve ; 
| e and the Prelats and Peers aforeſaid confalting' together,” 'AC- 
th to" their Advice: will give you 'an Anſiver't Upont the 


"ill ſay no more pon chis Head, beinginren apr 
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CHAP. 1. *, 
Shewing, That the Yearly Parliaments were Freſh and: Freſh. |; 
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Jane in the third ofi. his 
Reader make his own 


** firmitatis hujuſmodi, a qua per Det gratiam, cujug ef 
* mere E meveri, incepunus convaleſcere, 

< tum fuerit difſolttum, & ſuper hoc nequiverimus 

* tione Cenſits ejuſyem deliberationem habere cum 

* E Pyoceribus antedictis. To this Senſe. But 

could put an end to that Parliament, becauſe of the Multit 
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- | we tly Solliciting your Bufineks, a great Di as it 
& | pirated befel me, which hindered the finiſhing of many 


other Matters, and treating about the Petition of the Yearly 
_ which is a great Grief t© me; and fo by reaſon of my 
Hinels, (from which by the Grace of God, in whoſe Hands 
#6 the 1fues of Life and Death, I begin to Recover) That 
irliament was Diffolved, and hereupon Icould not Treat with 
yg aforeſaid about this Tribute. | 


, gait, which be Dot of 
whener? [cis | Days from their firſt (it- 
down wo the Date ob hiwLetter, andiyet-though he ſer his 
zon'the Buſineſs that lay that Parliament, it was 
Holved ; and ro ſtop that Gap he aſcs to call Another 
lament at Michela. ' Then it they did not under- 
ad the” Method of atd it is unknown to me 
what Law itcame'in, ' If there be ſach a Law, I never minded 
| II Cn gs not of fanovations. 
tut I believe the true Reaſon of the Abrapt Diſſolution of 
Conjundtion with the King's Sick- 

this, That if they had been held- 4ill | f 
there was then to be'Another Parliament, - it muſt have 
len at the King's Charge. For I am of Opinion by what-1 
live ſeen toy tr Ribiked deeds View, — 
" C 2 0 


tain was tor duly-kept:ig this Pattiament'3 Ed. 1.' ob the Oftay 

sf Baſep. ” Bur there was' a Coricern'in holding a'Parliaineys 
above'Forty' Days about the KnightsandBotgeflesW ages.” Ay 
appears by chat' Memorable Record) whigh is dn: Knykton;'yy 
26582, being the Meſſage ſent by both Houſes toR. Rich; 2.) 
Elthurr., The Sords: are theſe. - © Dicunt. ettam quot haben 
%.&x antiquo'Staturo:quod fiiRext Parliadietite fo (alien 
« yerit ſua ſpotite, 'nion aliqua infirminate autdhiqua alia de wu 
« -neceſfitatis; ſer per immodetatam voluttatemproterve ſe-ſub- 
© traxetit per abſcntjam temporis 40. dierum tanquam de yex- 
* 2xjone populi ſui & gravibus Grpenſis eomin.non-Curats, 
«extunc heithm omnibas:$c fingulis .corum -abſqz Homigerio 
* Regis redite ad propth & unibunq; :xoruin 10-patriam- tian 
«'-retteare; Tn ſhorty they ſay they have att Ancient Stari 
for it, thatin eaſe the King wilfully abſent-bimſelf and will ag 
comers Parliament, A$/having no Care of :vexing his People, 
nor Regafl of "their: grout dies, after Forty Days;:they an 
Free to/po Hogdie, and theKingrhay no Wrong done hin + 
.  Now'what is the meatridgot theſe Forty Days, 'but thatthe 
had'!waited 4 Juſt Seſſion, {And -ow ſhould ther Parliameby 


Mens Wages becotherviſgaduſted, when at: the endaf,evay 
Parliament'jti thoſe Times. they..weredifmifled; wi 

them to/ſu&'out theit Writs for theirdW/apes2yAnd drleaveritte 
the Antiquaries, becauſe F anmmot now-able toi Travel i0 that 
Pont; to 'cbnfider how the ſeveral Praportions ofr Land which 
are allotted te Lndgke and/Burgeid&4 in-ſeveral Countiesſyt 


their Wages; i car be adjuſted; 'without-a.Certainty: of uht 
Lengttot: their-Seſſions 177 addg to wi dong 1 
' > But not'4 word of this'ismy preſent Buſineſs, -which we to 
ſkew that Parliartients by the Conſtitution are rot.to be.$rale; 
45 Thave'fecn orle'in my+ Time retained about Nineteen Year 
with Penſions, 'and tandther 'for:fewer Years, with Places and 
turning out of Places: But if a Parliartient were corrupted 
neither of theſe ways, yet a ſtandiby - Parliament will always 
| Stagnate, 


7 
1 


7 of (ad) b* | 
6f + PaHliainent wis uſually'F6rty Days; 'and that-the Quan 


| (ar) 
pites-and be; like:a: Canntry-pond which as over-grown 
bk Ducks-meat.. The worlt King one.of'thbm that ,. the 
tion had, was-ſo: limited by the Conſtitution, that he did 
weknow bow to compaſs a:long;Patliament; and therefore he 
wes fain to take other mdire&t Ways to gain the ſame Point. as 
fhe;ihad one... It was Rich. the-2dmhbe in the Artieles alled- 
ad againſt him, and confeſſed by him; [lets us/know'it was by 
ing Elections and falſe Returns, 'The words - as the 
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znd in the Rolls 1 H, 4. m. 20. are theſe. hob 

#29: ahem, Licet de Statuto, & conſuctudine Regni fi in 
cd cujuſlibet Partiamenti poprifus ſuns in fingu+ 
Jlicomitatibus regni_ debeat eſſe liber ad.Eligeodum & depu- 
-milites pro hujuſmodi. .comitatibus ad intereſſendum 
nto, & ad txpbnendum.;corum /gravamina; & 2d 
uendum pro rethediis. ſyuperinde preut -eis-viderettr 
* expedire 3 tamen prafatus Rex ut in ParljamentjsfuisHberius 
# conſequi vyaleat ſuz temerariz Voluntatis effe&tum, direxit 
* mandata ſua frequentius Vice comitibus fuis; ut” certas perfo- 
* nas per ipſum Regem nomigatas ui milites comitatuum ve- 
nire faciant ad Parliamenta ſua, quos quidem milites eidem 
\* Regi faventes inducere {ovens Maſt frequentius fecit, quan- 
* dog; per minas varias, & terrores, & quandoque per munera 
adiconſentiendum iullis quiz :regrio- fuerant prxjudiciyliag. 6: 
| pulo quamplurimum.oneroſa'z b ſpetialiter ad con - 
£-dum eidend t ſublidium lanarum ad terminum-yua Tux, 
& & aliud ſubſidium ad certos annos, fuum populum-aimjum 
opprimendo, v3 
19%» Zea, Although by Statute, and the Cuſtony.of his 
Rafe in the Calling of. Every Parliament in every: th&Goun- 
ties. of England, his People ought to be free to Chooſe and 
=p Knights for the ſaid Counties to be preſent in Parlia- 
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t, and to lay open their Grievances, and to proſecute for 

; ies thereupon as they think fit, notwithſtanding the faid 
Kiog that in his Parliaments he might obtain his Will which was 
often direted his Mandates to his Sheriffs, that they 
ſhould 


os 
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thould Retnen cn Perſons "_—E by te. King big 
9 ts of che Shires, which Knight Indeed tae cred 
=_ to him, and as be very or did, ſometimes by varigy 
ts and Terrors, and ſometimes by Gifts, to Conſemey 
thoſe Things which were Prejudicial to the Realm, and ep 
treamly Burthenſom to the People ; and particularly to grant 
the _ King the Sublidy of Wool during bis Life, and ——_ 
—_ for certain -Years, thereby too much Oppreliing ky 
"en if he could have made Long Parliaments, he need not 
have made ule of theſe mean Shifts. But he could make uſe of 
no other way, becauſe Parliaments, as I ſaid, were Frefly and 
Freſh, and ity knew no other. And if any Mancay 
make out of this Authenrick Record, that it was any 
Then” f6 many Parliaments ſo many Ek&@ion,, chen | have doat 
with Wriniog and 7 as 
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"CHAP. I. 
Of the Kalends of May. 


T laſt I am come to ſearch after the Head of Nite, ey 
A true old Lan&-mark of the Engliſh Conſtitution. 
taments ſtood in” the Britilh times I am not fo certain; bug 
that there were Parliaments then, I am certain. I have k ha 
the wiſe Gildas, that Yortigern and his fooliſh pus gents. he 
the Saxons for help againſt the Pi&s and Scots, a 
their Boſboms a Warlike and Fierce Nation, whom «aching » 
they were'afraid of And they indeed of Courſe beat thoſe 
that mfeſted Severss's Wall, but they made mine Hoſts that + 
vited them'ih, Hewers of Wood and Drawers of Water. And. 
thoſe of the Britains that oppoſed them, the Saxons drove: out- 
of their Country, whereby as Gildas ſays all their Records 
were loſt. But out of that Venerable Author we plainly ſee, , 
that 
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ie Lamentable Letter © $3 was ſent ſome fery Years be« 
> the Senate of Rowe, was Written by a Britiſh Parlia- 

For whoſe ſake I beg of all Nations not to let in Legi- 
- Foreign'Nations to be their Maſters, for when they van 
SS their Protetion moſt, they ſhall go without it: For 
the Roman Legions were wihi—_ out 'of Britany, 
cauſed our Enemies to make an Inſult) and the Britiſh 

t begg'd hard to have them return, the Roman Se- 

ates Anſwer was, that they were otherwiſe eng 5 and they 
- hows themſelves as they could, which made them berake 
ves to the Saxons, A very fair Anſwer to a Nation that 
and difirmed, after their Kings and Parliaments 


| only Tax-gatherers to the Romans for ſeveral oy 
Years's ns of have no True amy 
ee Pagans, 1 and ſomewhat that keeps up 
aſter maty Times, we have ſornewhet in King £d- 


ubd the Confflor's 1 aws, which all ſucceeding Kings have 
- Fyotes which I will try what to make of. It is a 
Folkmite upon the Katends of May. I do not know 
y what that Yearly Folkwote is, becauſe thoſe Laws of 
the Confefior fay that King Arthvr Invented it 5; Sod 
Rex imelyt#s Britonum invents. Then I am fare the 
# Name of it was not Folkwete, | Then we will mind 

fame no more, but come to the Thivg, 
ny Os belman in the Learnedeſt Gloſſary that ever was 
except Mr. Senn gy ru und the word 
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ay mrs. proper Phat A Wittenagemot was 

_ as now at this Day 

ve gr cane differed lictle 

his a Folkmete, © het "this laſt was Annual, and chiefly fat 


Wat the ſtanding  Aﬀeirs of the Nation. The other was called 
at 


ſake of making:Laws.. Fi 
be: lex vs ſee- what» the Leatned Aptiquary lays con 
olkerote: by: themſelves ih-the ſame place, pg 15-5 
s -thoto ſemelquotapnis ſub initio Kalendarum Mait (tang 
« in_atinuo [Parhametto) convenere Regni Principes, 
+. Epiſcopii quaty/ Migiſtratus - Liberiqs, homines,.” Juraqiy 
&.Laict.omnes' coram. Epilcopis in murwum "_ M1 
4$.tatem Regis,. & in Jura Regni Conſervanda ofulity 
« Commun Salute, de Pace, de Bello, & de Urilitate' 
4%. Promovendi, In a Folkmote Once every Year at __ 
ginning, of | the Kalends of May (as inan Yearly Parliameg) 
there: Met together the Princes.of the, Realm, as well Bj 
Magiſtrates, and'the Freemen, All the Taymen arerſwe 
the Preſence of the Biſhops into a Mutual Covenant wi 
another, into. their Fealry. to. the King, and to Pr 
Rights of the Kingdom. ” They Conſult of the 
ty, of Peace, of. War, and of | re. the Publick YM 
It follows in the' text words, & Adbibetur przterea Fol 
<. motum in repentino omni diſcrimine; exigente 6tiam 6 
« ſitate, -ſab- Aldermanno. (hoe eſt Comite) cujuſliber: 
&* tatus:} Beſides a! ens 2 ukin every ſuddajn D; 
ind lkewiſeif —_— it, under, the Alderman 
is the Earl) of every 
This laſt is. Heir a Proacls Folkwote in time of Neg 
ty 5 butithe former part of the Sentence-ſeems to intimate, 4 
apon- a Surprize,when..the King had. not few to call a 
rw he lalt Fulkwate-met » as the laſt eftminſter Par 
#7 the Prince of Orange the Adetairnion 
w ble to have a, Parliament EleQed, - - | 
... Though the former Deſcripzian of the General and notis 
Providdial Folkpute is gur preſent Buſineſs; . And at the 
#4ogks.like.a Full Patliament, for-jt'conſiſts of the. 
ce, 45 well; Biſhops,9s Magiſtrates, and the F reemen.; that is i i 
ay, the Chiefs..of he whole Nation. And they are employed 
F n 


at the Kings Pleaſure ER of State, and wo] 


it 218 ever bets were Wites in Parliament, (ute it'was 
zer. as well Biſhops as\ Magiſtrates, andthe Freemen. Why 
does this Learned Knight diſtinguiſh betwixt a Wittenage- 
and a Folkwote, (ceing they were beth made up of Wites? 
| —_— Things and not by Words, -and am through» 
fari that” an' Aﬀembly which does: Parliament-Bufi- 


Ge of the'Realn''; and after all not to be able to ena 


heic vn Concluſions. © That is juft as if -our-preſent Parlia- 
nt fhould'fpend Forty Days it finding Gut Ways and Means 
f the raiſing Money, and afterwards were not able to-put 
km into.a Law : Or as we Private Men uſe to Conſule and 
Iibate,' and Settle the Nation over'a Diſh of Coffee, without 

ng able to eblige one fingle Manitb our Ordars, 1 - 
*The Thing which miſled this: Great Amiquary (as Icon- 
tuce) . eo make this Mark of "Difference berwixt a Folkrratg 
| Wittenagemote, as if a Wittenagemote roade Laws and a 
Fre tiot, is this 3 That when the Saxon Kings iflucd 
He their Laws, hey xd they: had paſſed in their Hitemage- 
We, Concilio Sapientuzs, or Cotincil of Wile Men : And-t 
*s proper for the King to call his Folkwore by that Name, 
Tough nat for them themſelves. As for Tnſtance, 'the Writs 
T Election at this Day call: for ſome of the Diſcreeteſits be 
en to Parkiment, chouph-the Members do''not aſlume 
. D that 


oy Tide wand 6 kiigenc Cha ae 


that ithey-would'\ne&\modehews: eatled.themſclves.n 2 
wvtc, than 'this prderit Pesliament would call thar Yor | 
come-out Day by 'Day,- Jowninh de Bouvany.. Mn” 16M Tries bf © | 
Back will wave: ConjeQures even 48, Antgqyiy Gi Iu 
Ws are there 'ofcentimes forced -to' go. in the Dark, to.t 
upon Ruins, and eo feel out.our Wayz) becauſe I ave <din 


And for this I will 20.10; farckes thag-119 the thi 
the: Uſual and Accuſtomed dye ft iy Nl 
erent of \Exglend,':and. takeq.twi 
z.4. Mttobr.20. inter Decery Scri = P- 2746 
.in parrens words, ſpoken to. the King) by) way. of Qu 
#:Concedis juſtas s & Cvnſuerudineg: elle tenendas ; & 
[Sipromſittisper: te © protegandas 8& ad. honorem Dei co 
, 'robotandas quas Vulgus- elegerit, ſecundum yires tu} | 
debit, -Conceda & promitto. - Do you grant that 
5oſt Laws and Cuſbants which are of the- Folks Chuling| | 
-be kopt;! and1do-you promate that they nll, be 20D | 
*ta:the/Honour bf: God: regeive Aﬀewance, b Tr 
moſt: of your Power ? The King ſball,.4, 4 | "I 
'Promie; a 
Now I would-fain know, . How 2 wa be of 
wiſe expreſled in Latio 4han;by Ts ich.J 
Colletive Word: Or wy gar Folk NS fa 
any otherwiſe than 1n a | 
I will not enter into te Gr SIA TRY 
Charter the Firſt and his Parliameny for a: Japg time, ,w 
-the word was Prater Tenſe ps, Huture; qud whether the 
was beſt rendred.in the Freneh: Tranlatiggs, the 2 
the Folk avront eſſex, ſhall have choſen, ;or _— the ons þ 
ront (hall hereafter Chuſe; whereupgn ons id 
bound to Sign and Aflirm all, the mee Fes | 
preſent to him, and-that he eould not wa 
wit 


o 
_ Le 


: (55) 
_ vePeriurys 'I fay tha tharWhole Diſpote was not worth 
| 11.\For if the/FollrOhof'"the' Laws ill alotig:down 
ke Richard) he Sedo's Time! and the Kin wwirefivotn 
DRPLS ZH) ſet o- KO Mow the" Lavvs ar qr 
Wy" Andwho” cares whether" E/itroms or Ghoofig Br 
aA Seas" of 'the” Word or no? For if the 2 = 
« nee Oonftirurion- _ 'King' Rithard the Second's 
wW now 1 'what Kin t'wa 
oo oe Li it ways®- 
/ the Folke Choſe the Laws'; and I believe the Enghti 
pb Wiltewegenite will be” found tobe! old Homer's 
y : = . 
_ - Oy =>1.Iv1 Kanian b£01, Ohymul "I Zioythfges, 


$1 

ſich the Gods 'eall Xarther, but wodaPMen en call Scamardee, 
"though er erranear be the — e, yerie is the 
Ternnot but | oy thive was ſome Difference betwixt the Folk: 
uporr the Kalerids of May, and'the Folkwotes which the 
Kip always called for his Ardue Comtingentia or Contingencice 
tate : Bur the Differencetay only in this,that the Folkwore'of 
t&Kalends of 'May was's Partiameitt 46 #wvre; and of Courſe, 
who Aſſembled themſelves, fav "Brits "Kedleritlernne Mats, fays 
and were bound to do''f6, Is Capite Kal. Ma, fay 
he Laws of Edward the Confellor, cap/33. de Greve ; (and 
out of that Chapter has Sir 7. Spelman extracted his true Ac- 
count of a General Folkwote, which was Anniverſary :) where- 
aa Witteragewote or Extraordinary Parliament oy + ns was 
kmmoned at the King's Pleaſure, and was ever at his Call both 
for Time and Place. Other Difference I can find none. For as 
foe the Conſtituent Parts of a Folkwote, if the Princes of the 
Kale, as well Biſhops as Magiſtrates, and the Freemen, cannot 
denominate a Wittenagemote, I know not where the King will 


find his Wites, or Wiſe-men. I have ſpoke to that Point al- 
D 2 ready. 


28 
ready. I have likewiſe bob bo Eve Point of. 
making of Laws,, We find- inlleed-the | Sores SAQT "ink 
oe wen g ſhip Hou which nv eapdy 
_, Decreeing with their 
ſome at 40g and at oo Aron afterwards at. 
as King Atheiſtan z tome . at Lundenbrig- at the Holy Ea 
Tide, as King Edwwnd.; others at Wodeſioch in Mercialand, 
oxbers.at: Wincheſter. Whezeby. it that the Kingg. 
England had a Rower to Summon-Par when and when 
there. Weighty, Affairs required them, in all Places of the Reala, 
and. ad all Seaſons of the he Year, This. is an undoubted 
tive lodged in the King for the ſake of the Ardua Conti 
and no Man would Govern a.Kingdom that could not Cons 
mand the Advice and Afliſtance of his SubjeQs to be forth 
coming, when the Occafions of the Kingdom zequired it. 
Gr the fake of theſe Ardua. Negotia,. the Knights, Citizens 
Burgeſſes are to be Impowered to AR in Parliament- 
by. thoſe that ſent them 3; leſt. for want of 'thad full and fuſe 


ent, Rower, or, by . means. of an Improvident- EleQion, thele 
Arduous and: Weighty Affairs of the Kin om ſhould in.any 
wiſe.remain Infeda, or be. left Undane. is is contained 1n the 
preſent Writ, of EleQions dircQed to every Sheriff, of a Coup: 
ty, at every Election of zParhament-men. 

But, that, is not uy. preſent Buſineſs, for 1 am in a further 
Search aftcrthe Agnual vr rather the Anniverſary Folkaote. 
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Logs 30G OPM, 
ing the Firſt Founder of the Nearly Folkmote of - the 
May, ay | x | 


YEfore 1 proceed any further Emuſt dear one Point. And: 
TJ that is, that we find the Authgr and Founder of our 
ly Folkaote menti in the Laws of Edward the Confeſ- 
x, (which. were Recited. and Confirmed by K. Wiliam the 
rſt), under the Title De Greve, Chap. 35. which may poſſibly 
kaye a Suſpicion that this Yearly Fo/kwote of the Kalends of 
May was a. Greve's Court. Now: what Court ſhould. this be, 
glonging.to a Greve, or any Count or Viſcount, or Prefidenc 
| cle yer, for-Greve is an Ambiguous Word ? It is nota 
wahmote, for that is Three times a Year by the Saxon Laws.. 
i» not a County.Court, for that by Edward the Senior's Laws, 
£11. was jn theſe words. © Jic ile that.zlc Gerefa hebbe. 
zexot at about Four Weeks. So that there were Twelve in 
he Year.. It was not the Sheriffs Turn, or le Turne del Ub- 
qu, for that was twice a Year; twa Stirgemst on ger, by 
he Laws of King Edgar,.cap.5. it is not the Gemos far the View- 
of Weapons or Arms,. which every Freemih: in England was 
charged with, and was bound to (hew once every Year, and, 
8 was wiſely contrived, all-in one Day throughout all Erxg- 
ind ; but that Day was not im our Kalends of May, but the- 
Morrow. after Candlemaſs, Craftino Purificationis B. M. And 
© || therefore I cannot for my Life. make. any thing elſe of an Uni- 
| rarſil Anniverfary Full Folkwerte, which is but ſemel in Anno,. 
falicet in capite Kal. Mais, but a Stationary Parliament : Eſpe-- 
euly confidering who they were and what they did, 
' 8 - The next thing to be conſidered is the Author or Founder of 
this. Ancient Canſlurution, which we have in the aforcfaid ns 


8 
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30) 
De Greve, Num. 35. emonglt the Laws of Good 
* Hanc Legem Invenit Arthyrus, qui,quondam fuit lnelytif 
* fimus Rex, Brytony, & A copſalidavit, & conf 
ah regaum 'Britaral? / univerſath* "Pmpeh®'in 4huwny" wv 
ww of the - aqua py" Folkmote Arthay-taventes! >. 
rag bergrotre the moſt, Ames ged_Kin ak of the Brytong, 


"CON (plida # x: On a. gether & 
wo RL fot ever af One hn ki 
1 is good to Honourthe Fur 4MURAMCon l 
otis; and I believe that King Arthur? $ th Soars 'of x 
as'to this Realm ; becauſe _ Laws of King Edward oh ; 
And io was C admw < Inventor of *Letters' in vey thougt 
ati trace them out of Pheiricia ; and the Letters 
themſelves; For” if It be Aleph, Beth, Gimel, Pld 
Place,” and.in the me Order it is Alpha, "Beta, [yen - 
in the Sther Place, then we are ſure there has been ant _ 
ſtanding and Communication. For it is impoſlible to be 
wilt ent the Alphabets are ſettled on both 'Sides, b == 
their, Numeral'Letters ; as it was plainly/in King Devi 
by the Oftanaries of the 119th P/alme, as it ſtands in the niig. 
e of the Bible; and as it was in Homer's Time in Greert 
-- ae the on Scholiaſts haye decerved me;"who ſay that A 
5 pore ſy couched the Number of all his Books in the 
5d rd po his Niads mito Za%' $d.- - Which Numerak 
ſtand for 48. The Greeks likewiſe taught the Welch to tel 
Twenty, and I believe they taught the Romans too. Now 
by the fame Rule, if there was a very Ancient Fo/kwote in the 
Ne hbourmg Kingdom” of | France upon every Kalends ef 
ay, then 'perhaps King Arthur borrowed from them; andit 
is good to look upon their Kalends, becauſe it is poſſible they 
may give Light to Ours. & 
; The French Kalends of May lie this ih adnlphes de Dice 
to, a'Famous Dean of Pauls if Ring'Fobrfs'time, whoſe Hiſto- 
ry was thought ſo Authentick, that the*Engliſh mm - 
war 


t) 
tha Ficfts time,: Reef idon his Teltimoit, imongh 
| io 20.1tþ a;Pojnt- then the 'Clatm 
leyg, to. the: Supygam -Daminion: of | the Renldwol 
pe owns me ge bes tele! Words, 


4391 1c i Way ernyuol 
We os COON es fr wo a-ſolita fbeticudine> Bc/'fors An. Dom. 
6 a degra Regni ! patentia - diſponebatur' "pet 5*** 
my ompy,: RegibuF ſolo nofmine regnantibus 3: *Qu- 
moris erat principgai [quider ſecundum. genus; 6c-mil 
e. ycl diſponers preterquam (irratipÞrabiliter : efdere & 
- domigug eee, $ & K4l, Maii pezfidere .coram-t0- 
«a gente. ” yp pe vie. && dona-_accipere*. &..re- 
"—_p .& 66 fecum ue. ys alium! Maium. | iviriae 


el «5 the Senſe "oC. wit Knglifh as as nanraad 
:: However the;Latin lies befote every. Man to'Franflate 
Hy .From- henceforward the! French/ King's dege» 
"% the. Yalous, and; Learning which they. uſed to 
; _ ower: af..the Kingdats was 'Adtiniſtredi by the 
of .che Palnce,, the Kin Ne En beitg-upon 'the 
"only Ticulas.s } - bog altom/ it 'was - 20-:came 10 
wa. indeed according to their Deſcent, :and neither 
ore Order . any, ,thingy:"bus/ 40. Eat: and Drink: Un- 
: onably and to live.a4: Home, - .gnd-npan the \Keakrds 
if Mey to Prefide in an Aſſembly of the whole Nation, 
and there to be Addrefled, to receive their Allegiances, 
and Aids or Benevolences, and to Remercie them, and 
h.to retire to the ſame Life again till another Hay 
ane. 
This French Kalends of May, is ſo much a PiQure of 
Qur's, that I know not which is the Copy, nor which the 
hal, Their's was an Aſſembly of the whole Nation ; 
was Our'ss Annual and Anniverſary z ſo was Our's, LL. E4. 
wes tota Gens Kal. Maii, in France. Our Folkmote looks _ — 


extreamly Greve. 
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J 
extreamly like it 'in *thoſe = 2 lakes —_— 
guod. thi debent populi ones, + eek mit = 
fſewel in anno ſcilicet convenire,” ſailics 
ES : 
Counties Univerſal ſhould' micet together ' at the 
each: Year, namely, Once" in'the Yeat; "namely, inthe be. 
Finoings of 'the Kalends of Hy. The King uſed to hay 
Speeches made to him in - Prence ; + ſo had we. \ 
fore Allegiance to him 3 ſo'djd our Folk. © They gave hi 
Gifts, (ir was notNew:Yeat's tide) Aids, Benevolenceah 
them what. you will 5- and -our People' at the fame 
asiSir H. ens {aid above, '-Conſulted of Peace and Ww 
which cannet. be' managed' without Ways -and Mea 
og 0 Money which is the Sinews of War, as Laws'ax 
- This word'! ependere © at 'laſt in the French 
nds hcl ſo 'likei our French form of the Royal 2 


en to a: Money: Bill, emercie ſes Fac 
uh I knew not how-to wil pry word i, Rependere, 
otherwiſe-than I did,; by the word FRtwerci | 

I know: that'the -Year662, wes end King Hrthir $ 
but -it appears that when the French ' Government was ut 
ſpoiled in :the Merovingian Family, as to the other Poj 
ſtil] they. retained: hevold Cuſtom of 'the Kalendy of 
SES EDE ——— CEN 
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The Concluſion, 


has 1 have Koiſhed what I at fiſt propounded-; but 
difficulties and diſadvantages of a baaken Health, 
verily believe never Book was Written, © And for that 
{ am certain that ahs very Great Perlapages 40- 
hom 1 verrzed zo Offer it, (though it was upon pralump- 
of a better will bear with it 3 40 whow f 
y Submir &t'wath zl] Deſazence 2 and if one fngle W 
'(houkd: to'beagainſt Law, ] bere zcvakke it þ 
And for the fame Reaſon Þ earnefly wdefire all Any 
and Learned Men'to lodk farther inso this Mager, 
{ my lf cannot: And.as they e Coule, either ap 
qa Notiem, whiah is Sndiffezent a0 mg, 
{ only ack "Truth, I lo not GL atv davining: 
my Anml Parhaments, for I am Paſrivern thems 
in if Prople with hawe che ntmaſt of Aigquizies, and alle 
Ty 2} of the Wialkdſt and Juſkeft Goxrrnment an '#þe 
|, they muſt ſometimes be content 40 Read with .Lec- 
Ws that are fomewhat Worn 5 Thongh TI have baen- of ,Q- 
ion for many a Vear, that the Kalends.af May were wary 
ible. And I am ſure that I have by this Time gained 
I ny Point, which was to fet Wiſer Men upon Fhinking. 
—" = 1 was afraid that this Government would: float and move 
the Face of the Waters, till we were at a certainty 
Rout our Parliaments; and therefore when I waited upon: 
my Lord Devonſbire bafoze the Coronation, and it is my 
he Fault I have not done it often fince, I faid that we were- 
IF} never the Better for this Revolution till we had a: Settle- 
ment of Parliaments, and our Ancient Right was Anniver- 
bry Parliaments, and that nothing elſe could fet the Go» 
'X vernment 
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-vernment to rights. Knowing how much he had Afliſted' 
King, and ſeeing the White Staff im his Hand, 1 : 
upon his Intereſt with the King,- and, therefore ſaid; hy 
Lord, you may maks's' Ccitifhen of this Matter to'th 
King, and tell him that we muſt have Good Laws in"; 
Good: Reign, or never,” for we cannot have them in'a Bad 
one 3- but the Laws made'in a. Good Reign are to ſuppon 
us when a bad' one comes, as the ſeven Years of: Plenty ia Þ 
Egypt, ſuſtained: the ſeven Years of Famine. It 'breaks:/ 

Rules to repeat my' own- Diſcourſe 'to ctis>Lordſhip, and'w W 
ſay that -# a: me the hearing, nor ito ſay that a cengin i} 
Knight pulled me bythe Sleeve, which had no: other Eft 
than to make me ſpeak the-more, and the more earneſtly:to thy - 


Lord in that matter. CPE 1 : | Het: 
Likewiſe” when Mr./Johnflor the preſent Secretary of Smt 

for Scotland, told me in the Court of Requeſts, that the 

of Rights was going up to the Houſe of Lords, I wiſh at:ghat 


Time that all the Rights were reduced to One Line whichws 
our Right; 'To have a Parliament every Kalends of May:-1il 
theſe old Stories to ſhew that I was always of 'the ſame 

and that no Court Negle&s nor Diſappointments have Al 

me ;' and 1 will Love this Court whether they will or no, toxl 
am fare that T laid the” Bridg that brought them over; anda 
pretty" certain that they "id not come bither in; Virtue.gf 
Paſſrve-Obedience. z \ 12d 
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* Books written by the Reverend My. Samuel Johnſon. 

ok the Apoſt ate : Being a ſhort Account of his Life ; the Senſe of the 

'F Primitive Chriſtians about his Succeſlion, and their Behaviour towards 
- Together with a Compariſon of Popery and Paganiſm, 

" Talan's Arts to undermine and extirpate Chriſtianity : Together with 

knſwers to Conſtantine the Apoſtate and Joviar. 


> Remarks upon Dr. Sherlock's Book, intituled, The Caſe of Reſiſt ance of 


he Supream Power ſtated and- reſolved, according to the Defrine of the 
ures. 

” 1 dons on the Hiſtory of Paſſive Obedience, 

ſecond five Years Strugg|e againſt Popery and Tyranny ; being a Col- 
of Papers publiſhed by the Reverend Mr. Sazel Fohnſon, durin 

Jaft Impriſonment of five Years and ten Days. Wherein are cm 
following Tradts. (1.) A Sermon preached at Guildball.Chappel. 
(2) The Church of England as by Law eſtabliſhed, &c. (3.) Godly and 
mholom Doctrine, and neceſſary for theſe Times. (4.) A ſhort Diſſwaſive 
from Popery, and from Countenancing and Encouraging Papilts, (5.) A 
ou. Reaſons, wrong Inferences, but right Obfervator. (6.) An 
ion of Mr. Fohn Hales. (7.) Several Reaſons for the eſtabliſhing of 
ing Army, and the diſfolving the Militia.” (8.) Four Chapters. 


k Of Magiftracy. 2. Of Prerogative by Divine Right. 3. Of I 


, 4. Of Laws. (g.) The Grounds and Reaſons of the Laws againſt 
| (10.) An Humble and Hearty Addreſs to all the Engliſh Pro- 
ants in King Fames*s Army. (11.) The Opinion, that Refiltance may 
K uſed in = our Religion and Rights ſhould be irivaded. (12.) The 

Arial and Examination of the New Teſt of the Church of England's Loy- 
ty. (13,) Refletions upon the Inſtance of the Church of England's 
loyalty. (14.) The abſolute Impoſthbility of Tranſubſtantiation : aw. 
fated. (15.) Bp. Ridley's Letter to Bp. Hooper, with ſome Obſervations 
wit, (16,) A Letter from a Freeholder, to the reſt of the Freeholders of 


England. (17.) Religion founded upon a Rock. (18.) The True Mo- 


ther Church. | 
An Argument proving, That the Abrogation of King James by the Peo- 
of England from the Regal Throne, and the Promotion of the Prince of 
anze, one of the Royal Family, to the Throne of the Kingdom in his 
ſled, was according to the Conſtitution of the Engliſh Government, - and 
Preſcribed by it. In Oppoſition to all the falſe and treacherous Hypothe. 
&s, of Uſurpation, Conqueſt, Deſertion, and of taking the Powers that 


Fre upon Content. 


a » 
we 


